Easterton Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING  HELD ON FRIDAY, 17TH OCTOBER,  2008
AT 7.30 PM IN EASTERTON VILLAGE HALL
PRESENT:            Col. D. Green (Chairman), Mr. T.L. Deegan, Mrs. M Waters,
                              Mr. C. Saunders (Vice-Chairman),  Mr. K. Jenssen,
                              Mr. S. White, Cllr. J. Seed, Mrs. S. Deegan (Clerk) and 6
                              Parishioners.
APOLOGIES:        Mrs. S. Allen and Cllr. D.J. Willmott  
1.    MINUTES
The Minutes of the last meeting held on 8th September, 2008, were taken as read and approved as a true and accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman.

2.   MATTERS ARISING

2.1 Stream and Village Flooding
Bob Bulson (Village stream co-ordinator) said that the trap was clear and there was little else to report; he had tried to contact Abergavenny but to no avail. Councillor Seed  commented that in his discussions with Kennet he had established that the works schedule for the stream was on target to be carried out this autumn.
2.2 Planning 
2.2 .1 Comparo Ltd. (Jam Factory Site), Kings Road, Easterton. App. No. K/58261/F   
The Chairman reported that there had been little progress although a tripartite meeting had been set up with Jill Parkinson and Jonathan Orton for the following month and that he would  circulate the date to allow any Councillor wishing to attend to do so.

2.2.2 Mr. & Mrs. R. Sandford-Hill, Eastcott Manor, Eastcott, Easterton. App. No. K/58783/LBC

The Parish Council had no objections to the above’s application to demolish the front conservatory, erect new porch and undertake alterations to the building.  There had not been a decision on this by Kennet due to complications with the planned works and the need to obtain the appropriate authority given the listed building status of this property.
2.2.3 Ms. F. Pickett, 40 High Street, Easterton.  App. No. K/59331/TR2

There were no objections from either Kennet or the Parish Council to the request to fell up to four conifer trees situated on the boundary with No. 38 High Street.

2.2.4 Mr. N. Cooper, Vicarage Lane Nurseries, Kings Road, Easterton.  App. No. K/59365/F

Councillor Seed advised that this application to demolish all existing greenhouses and ancillary buildings followed by the erection of a single work from home dwelling, would be going to Committee at the end of October.
2.2.5 Mr. & Mrs. R. Sandford-Hill, Eastcott Manor, Eastcott, Easterton. App. No. K/59544/LBC
There were no objections from the Parish Council to the above’s application to carry out repairs and replacement reconstruction of North and East timber framed elevations by specialist contractors.
2.2.6 Mr. P. Hannant & Ms. C. Long, Land Adjoining Oaklands, 6 Oak Lane,

Easterton.  App. No. K/59407/F

Prior to the commencement of this item Councillor Jenssen declared an interest as a nextdoor neighbour to this property and therefore sought leave to join the public so that he could participate in the discussion.  This was agreed by the Chairman and he then indicated that he would be inviting public comment before the Parish Council determined its position on this application.  Various members of the public proceeded to express their opposition to this application citing the Village Design Statement/Conservation Area status/proximity to listed building (Kestrels) grade 2*/effect on roadside  boundary hedge.  The applicants then spoke in support of their application explaining that there had already been a building (stables) on the planned site and that, in any event, remedial work was required on the boundary hedge.

The Parish Council then considered the matter taking into account the views of the public and agreed  (nem con) that the application should be objected to on the grounds:-

a) that the planned siting and scale of the proposed new dwelling would have a seriously               detrimental effect on the immediate environs, i.e. the listed building opposite and the appearance of Oak Lane in general;

b)  that the proposed entrance/hedge works would have an adverse impact on this stretch of  Oak Lane, and
c)  that overall, the proposed development would not be consistent with the aims of the Village Design Statement/Conservation Area. 
2.2.7 Easterton Village Hall, Kings Road, Easterton.  App. No. K/59587

This application for extension and works to the Hall received no objections from the meeting. 

2.3 Village Hall Play Area

With reference to the survey that was carried out recently, Chris Saunders said that the majority of respondents wished to see improvements made to the existing Village Hall and the plans submitted to Kennet showed that there would be an encroachment onto the play area of 3.4m which in turn would require a similar extension of the boundary fence  and movement of entrance gate as part of the upgrade programme of works.
The Clerk reported that RoSPA had completed its annual survey at the cost of £70.50 and this had identified a small number of low/medium risk faults.  This report had been forwarded to Playground Services, (the company which recently upgraded the play area) and a quote for £460 had been received to repair the picnic table and at the same time carry out the necessary minor works which required attention.  It was agreed to accept this quote and the Clerk would pursue accordingly.

2.4 General Rubbish
The next skips for cardboard and plastics were scheduled for Friday, 21st November at Haywards Place and 30th January, 2009 at the Jam Factory.

The Clerk advised that the signs to deter fly tipping had now been put up by Kennet in the bus 
shelter and in the recycling area.
2.5 Traffic and Road Conditions

2.5.1 Footpaths and Byways
The Clerk reported that she had received further temporary prohibited orders for byways 20 and 25 which would expire on 18th March, 2009.

The broken barriers at the back of Keith Jenssen’s house on footpath no. 1 and at the top and bottom of the diagonal at the back of the Kestrel/top of the Manor entering Market Lavington Parish had now been replaced/repaired.
A letter had been sent to the owners of the Well House as agreed at the last meeting regarding cutting back their foliage to reduce debris on the footpath and advise them of their responsibility to do this or contribute to the cost incurred by the Parish Council. No reply had been received.
It was noted that the Parish Gardener had now cleared the Goose Hill steps and the Clerk had reported the mess left by Wessex Water as a result of some recent works on the approach to Eastcott.
With regard to the damage caused to “Tom Jefferies Way” it was noted that this would need to be taken up by the Village Hall Committee as the owners of the land concerned.

2.5.2 Hedges

Nothing to report.
2.5.3 Potholes/ Road Surfaces
Nothing to report.

2.5.4 Drains
Nothing to report.

2.5.5 Pavements

The pavement stretching from the Cockings down to the Firths was in dire need of attention and this had been passed on to the Parish Steward.
2.6 Parish Steward 

Councillor Saunders said that due to vehicle problems the Steward had been unable to perform all of the tasks listed for 8th October, but he would try to make up the time in the foreseeable future.  Mr. Bulson advised that two men had made a start on painting the railings by Jubilee Cottages but the job had not yet been finished.  It was noted that the next scheduled visit for the Parish Steward was 3rd November.
2.7 Police Liasion including Neighbourhood Watch 
Councillor Jenssen reported that he was now receiving weekly “snapshot” updates and information was now being provided by the Wiltshire Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.  With regard to PC Malin Landin it was not clear what role she was currently performing but Councillor Jenssen would endeavour to clarify the position.  A report would be prepared for the Echoes which would include reference to a spate of burglaries in the Marlborough area; spurious security companies and a text scam.  The Clerk said she would include this in the Echoes along with the name of the company which was able to provide a security device for oil tanks.
Councillor Saunders said that he had experienced first hand an incident involving two young persons who had jemmied his garage door and started work on a workshop door with one item being stolen in the process.  It was agreed to make reference to this in the Echoes along with advice on security alarms. 

2.8 Devizes Community Area Forum/ Devizes community Arrea Planning Partnership
The Chairman reported that the meeting scheduled for Monday, 20th October, 2008 had been cancelled apparently due to the lack of administrative support.  He said that he was extremely concerned about the failure to hold the scheduled meeting since this was intended to be an important level of involvement in the future arrangements for the Unitary Authority.  Councillor Seed said that he shared the Chairman’s concerns and intended to take the matter up.
2.9 Village Forum
The Chairman reported on the meeting which had taken place on 6th October and the various disbursements of monies which had been agreed to the total sum of £2,200.  This figure included a donation to the Parish Council of £335 for the purchase of a “perching seat” for the bus shelter. 

It was noted that the Remembrance Day lunch would take place immediately following the Church service on Sunday, 9th November and it was intended to use the newly purchased tables and chairs.

Councillor Jenssen said that he had had some doubts about the possible encroachment of the Village Forum on matters that were proper to be dealt with by the Parish Council.  However, in practise his fears had been allayed and he wished to thank the Chairman for the manner in which he had discharged his responsibilities.  These views were fully endorsed by the meeting.

2.10 Village Signs

The Clerk reported that she had spoken to Councillor Willmott in an effort to expedite matters with regard to a new Easterton nameplate in Kings Road since the Area Office had been unable to provide an updating report.
2.11 One Council for Wiltshire

The final decision of the Boundary Commission had not yet been published.

2.12  Kings Road Access

The Clerk reported that she had spoken to Rod Gibbs about the repositioning of the 7.5 ton vehicle except for access prohibition sign to a point closer to the High Street/Kings Road junction and had also requested the provision and erection of a similar sign at the other end of Kings Road.  There had also been an exchange of emails between Councillors but nothing had yet been done.  However, following representations made by Councillor Willmott it had been ascertained that the Development Control Section did not want the weight limit altered on Kings Road to include the final l50m at the Easterton end as this would interfere with construction traffic for the proposed Jam Factory site.  There might be scope to change this when the 20mph zone order was advertised after the completion of work.
2.13 Bus Shelter Seat

Report under Village Forum minute.

2.14 Future Parish Council Meeting Dates
The following revised schedule was agreed:

Monday, 24th November at 7.30pm.

Informal gathering at Chairman’s invitation on Monday, 8th December at 7.30pm.

Monday, 5th January at 7.30pm. 
3.  CORRESPONDENCE

3.1 Redhone Community Trust
Information had been received regarding an invitation to join the above which did not have the constraints of parish councils etc.  It was agreed to circulate for comments.
3.2 2009/10 Precept
The Clerk reported that she had received notification of the above and that the completed bid needed to be with Kennet District Council by 9th January, 2009.  Because of the complex structural changes taking place regulations governing the transition made the meeting of deadlines absolutely critical and to this end it was agreed that the Clerk produce a paper for consideration at the next meeting based on a 3% increase.

3.3 Minor Grants Scheme
Based on a suggestion from Councillor Seed it was agreed to try to obtain £500 from the above (operated by Kennet District Council) to cover the maintenance works to the play area.

4.  BILLS FOR PAYMENT
It was agreed to draw cheques for: Lavington School (Echoes): £11.90; S. Deegan (salary Sept): £383.96; G. Kelsey (4th ¼ salary): £680; Playsafety Ltd.: £70.50; Link Scheme: £25. 
5.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
5.1 Boundary of House on Halstead Farm Plot One

Councillor White reported that his wife was currently chasing Kennet Planning regarding the above new build and whether they had landscaping plans as their border was half a metre too near the Drove.  Councillor Seed said that this issue would be going to Regulatory Committee and there were three options: 1. Do nothing; 2. Take up with landscaping or 3. Take half a metre off.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.
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